
Frederick Furkert was born in Ross, Westland in 1876 and educated at Ross Public 
School, Hokitika High School, Wellington and Dunedin Technical Schools and Otago 
University. 

F.W.Furkert. IPENZ Past Presidents Album 1914-1966. 

Engineering career 

Furkert joined the Public Works Department (PWD) as an engineering 
cadet in 1894 and, in 1905, he became Taranaki’s Resident Engineer-in-
Chief. From 1906 he was the North Island Main Trunk Railway’s Engineer-
in-Charge of Construction. Following this, from 1908 to 1912, Furkert was 
District Engineer of Otago and Southland. 

In 1912 he was appointed Inspecting Engineer to the PWD, Wellington, 
and, in 1914 acted for several months as Engineer-in-Chief. 

During World War One Furkert volunteered for active service, and was 
instructed to take up the command of the New Zealand Engineers 
Tunnelling Company. The Government, however, refused to grant him 
leave of absence from the Department and he was placed in charge of the 
construction of the military camps at Trentham, Maymorn and Featherston. 

Furkert became Assistant Engineer-in-Chief in 1919 and New Zealand’s 
Engineer-in-Chief and Under-Secretary of the PWD in 1920. 

His other associated activities included becoming a member of New 
Zealand's first Air Board in 1920 and Furkert also served as the 



before his death, of a sum of £500 to maintain an annual award for the best 
technical paper in a field relating to water. He was also keenly interested in 
the establishment of the Engineers Registration Board. 

During his last years he set about completing Early New Zealand 
Engineers, a history, largely biographical, of pioneer engineering in the 
country's early days.  

In recognition of his outstanding service to New Zealand, Furkert was the 
recipient of the Companion of the Order of St Michael and St George 
(CMG) in  1926. He died on 26 September 1949. 
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